Collections at the Laurel Museum
All of the Laurel Historical Society’s collections are open to the public for research and discovery. Our goal is to collect information and artifacts that increase knowledge and understandings of Laurel’s past, and preserve and keep them accessible for generations to come.
**The Museum Collection:
These are accessioned objects, artifacts, photos, archives, maps, textiles, and documents directly related to or used in Laurel.  These can be searched by using the computer in the library.  They are cataloged in the "Past Perfect" program.

The Education Collection:

These are authentic items that help us explain how life was lived in the past but may not have been used specifically in Laurel. These are also cataloged in the "Past Perfect" program.

The Image Collection:
These are photographs that have been lent to the museum for scanning, but the owner retained the originals.  Any restrictions on use are noted in the record in "Past Perfect".

**The Vertical Files:
The files contain information on many Laurel related subjects.  They are filed by category and contain copies of articles, extra copies of original documents and photos, and family histories. They are located in the tall file cabinets in the John Calder Brennan Research Library.

**The Laurel Leader Newspapers:

Digital copies of the paper currently from 1897 to 2009 and bound hard copies from 1946 to 1981.  The digital files can be accessed by using the library computer and will be available on line in the future.

**The Sadler Photograph collection:

Over a thousand images that were taken near the turn of the 20th century by Bert Sadler.  Digital images of these glass plate negatives can be accessed by using the library computer and are available on line.
**The John Calder Brennan Research Library:
The Library shelves contain both Laurel specific items and books with general information.  There are yearbooks for all of the local schools and City directories as well as histories of local organizations. The yearbooks are digitized and available on line. There are also books on genealogy, the history of textile mills, and many other subjects.
The Brennan Collection:
Collected by Laurel's long time de facto historian, John Brennan, it contains articles, letters, and photos amassed by this one individual over a number of years.  It is located in the files in the Library.
The Obituary Files:
This is a record of obituaries filed by last name.  There is both an extensive card file and three notebooks for the larger records, both available in the Library.
How to use the resources at the Laurel Museum:

The library is open by appointment. Appointments can be made throughout the week between 9-3. Research by staff or volunteer is also available, 
For our full research policy please go to our website, www.laurelhistoricalsociety.org, "Plan A Visit"  "Brennan Research Library "
For research inquiries please email research@laurelhistoricalsociety.org or call the Museum at 301.725.7975. 

** Indicates projects that we would like to implement to make the collections more complete.  We could use volunteers to help make that happen.   
