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LHS Members and Supporters: 

 I arrived at the Laurel Historical Society full of new ideas and enthusiasm in June 2008. It's been quite a run, 

but it has now come to an end. I moved on in January to start my new position as Executive Director of the Patapsco 

Heritage Greenway. I hope to bring the same sense of possibilities with me there. 

 In the past almost decade, I've had the pleasure of working with a wonderful group of volunteers and board. 

The dedicated volunteers and board of the LHS are the heart and soul of our organization. They make it all possible 

and working with them I learned so much. 

 I came to Laurel to become the Executive Director of the Laurel Historical Society and quickly fell in love with 

the community. Each year I had the opportunity to meet more of our members and supporters. I loved hearing the 

stories from generations of families in Laurel, or the newbies (like me) who decided to make Laurel home. Every one of 

you has a special part to tell in Laurel's story and I considered it a privilege to be able to try to tell that story in some 

small way. 

 My work with the Society has been a one of a kind experience, and I've made many friends along the way. I 

wish I was able to tell each of you individually. ;) 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey
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MCCENEY MARCH A BIG SUCCESS! 
 

 
McCeney Marchers Ken Skrivseth, Mayor Craig Moe, Karen Lubieniecki, Bob 
Mignon and Shari Pollard; photo courtesy of Jeanie Anastasi 
 

 
Cheryl Dyer and Bobbi McCeney; photo courtesy of Jeanie Anastasi 
 
The second annual McCeney March honoring the 
life and contributions of the late James B. 
McCeney was held on was held on September 23, 
2017 and netted the Society over $5,000 which 
will be used to provide a scholarship for a high 
school senior in Laurel.  The 75 participants were 
joined by the 2016 scholarship winner, Elianna 

Shiffrick (who is attending Georgetown 
University) and her father.  A reception following 
the march was held at Sip at C Street Flats. The 
Society would like to thank all the participants 
and all our generous sponsors including: 
 
Mary Lehman, County Councilwoman District 1 
University of Maryland Capital Region Health 
The McCeney Family 
Tim and Linda Abell 
Resource Enterprises 
Revere Bank 
The Wilson-Hubbard Family 
Sip at C Street Flats 
Main Street Pharmacy 
Bob and Jeanne Mignon 
Karen Lubieniecki and Ken Skrivseth 
Academy Ford 
Betty Lee Miles Compton 
Mike Leszcz 
Frances Brooks 
Randy and Jeanie Anastasi 
Jhanna Levin 
Snow Hill Garden Club 
Marlene and Jim Frazier 
Don and Kathleen Dalphonse 
Cheryl Poulos 
Tracy Scagliarini 
The Baker Cruz Family 
Herb and Penny Phelps 
 

 
Ken Skrivseth “thanking” our generous donors; photo courtesy of Jeanie Anastasi 
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MUSEUM NEWS 
Submitted by Karen Lubieniecki 

Laurel Museum’s newest exhibit is both a celebration of 
Laurel citizens’ community involvement and also a call to 
action. We the People: How Civic Engagement Has 
Shaped Laurel opened at the Laurel Museum on February 
4, 2018 and will run through December 2018. From saving 
the Laurel railroad station, to the fight for integration of 
schools, to defeating the proposed Redskin Stadium, the 
timely exhibit demonstrates how engaged average citizens 
have shaped and continue to shape the story of the town.  

Visitors to exhibit will be asked, “When something is 
deeply important to you, what can you do to bring about 
change in your community?” Each section of the exhibit 
describes an issue of importance to the community. Visitors 
obtain a window into how people who felt strongly about it 
participated in civic engagement to create change. Visitors 
learn what tools were used, and how they affected the final 
outcome. The exhibit lays out different points of view on 
each topic and visitors are challenged to think analytically 
about the topic and consider how THEY would respond. 
Visitors will also learn about the ongoing work in the 
community and how to personally get involved.  

“At	a	time	when	people	seem	to	be	
simultaneously	more	engaged	than	ever	and	
more	disillusioned	with	the	system,	our	2018	
exhibit	serves	as	a	blueprint	for	civic	engagement	
in	Laurel.		We	look	to	our	shared	past	and	how	
average	people	have	shaped	our	story	and	then	
invite	visitors	to	learn	the	means	through	which	
they	can	create	change	around	issues	of	
importance	to	them	today,”	notes	LHS	Board	
Chairman	Jhanna	Levin.		

We the People is broken into ten sections covering a variety 
of topics. Each section has one thing in common: the people 
of Laurel found each issue important enough to mobilize 
around.  Visitors will find well known topics like the effort 
to prevent the Redskins Stadium in Laurel or the recent 
Save Our Stop efforts to preserve the Laurel train station. 

Other sections provide less familiar, but illuminating details 
on issues such as the importance of the Laurel Grove 
Improvement Committee following a 1967 summer filled 
with KKK activities in Laurel. Sections differ greatly and 
include the Laurel Library, school integrations, and the 
effort to save the Foundry building. 
 
In the East Gallery of the Museum, visitors will learn about 
Civic Groups active in Laurel today. Fifteen different civic 
groups from the American Legion to the Lovely Ladies of 
Laurel tell their story and how they hope to impact Laurel 
today. For each group, visitors will find a “call to action.” 
This is something that they can do, upon leaving the 
Museum, to directly support the mission of each group. 
Some calls to action are things you can do yourself in your 
community, such as Laurel Cat’s request that you spay or 
neuter any cat you are caring for. Other calls to action 
involve direct support of the group’s work such as First 
Generation College Bound’s reminder that a $150 donation 
could assist as student with their enrollment deposit to a 4-
year college or university.  
 
In Civic Engagement 101, visitors are presented with some 
tools they can use to impact issues of importance to them.  
These include instructions on how to write a Letter to the 
Editor, how to register to vote, how to write to your elected 
official, and more. Visitors are encouraged to share stories 
of their own experiences with Civic Engagement and try 
their hand at writing a letter to their elected officials.  
 
Kudos to the We The People Exhibit Team:  Doug Hayes, 
Frances Brooks, Cheryl Pullis, Lindsey Baker, with 
assistance from Charles Hessler, Marlene Frazier, and Lisa 
Everett.   
 

	
Lynn Sport enjoying the new exhibit; photo courtesy of Karen Lubieniecki 
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Karen	Sullivan	Named	LHS	Volunteer	of	
the	Year	for	2017	
	

 
LHS President Steve Hubbard and Karen Sullivan; photo courtesy of Karen 
Lubieniecki 
 
The LHS honored its volunteers on January 21 at the 
Greenview Drive Cabana at Patuxent Greens.  Karen 
Sullivan was named 2017 Volunteer of the Year, and 
the Society recognized volunteers whose service with 
the organization ranged from 5-20 years. 

Laurel Historical Society President Steve Hubbard 
presented the 2017 Volunteer of the Year Award to 
Sullivan. In making the award Hubbard noted: 

“The best way to describe Karen's work with us so far 
is that she has been an "anchor player" volunteer: she 
has stepped in and provided support on so many 
occasions when we needed immediate help. Visitors to 
the museum have also remarked that they found her to 
be very welcoming and helpful.”   
 
Among the activities sited for Sullivan, who has been 
volunteering for two years were: serving as a docent on 
first and third Fridays (one of our most challenging 
days to schedule), stepping in to cover the museum at a 
moment's notice when museum staff had to leave, 

handling our "transfer of property" letters, delivering 
program fliers to the different sites and decorating the 
gift shop for the holiday open house at almost a 
moment’s notice. 

In addition to Sullivan the LHS recognized Michelle 
Freeman, Lisa Everett, Amy Graver and Kevin 
Leonard for 5 years; Steve Hubbard, Maggie Hubbard, 
Holly Lilienthal, Eileen Collins, and Regina Mima for 
10 years; Phyllis Milk and Mitzi Betman for 15 years; 
and Lisa Losito for 20 years.  

Many thanks to all of our volunteers! 
 
 
 
 
Save the date for annual 
gala! 
 
 

Come One, Come All!

the
Greatest Show

on Earth!

15101 Sweitzer Lane
Laurel, Maryland

DoubleTree by Hilton

6:00–10:00pm
on Saturday, April 28, 2018

laurelhistoricalsociety.org

It Will Be a Thrilling Evening! Mark Your Calendar!
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Laurel’s WWI “Redeployed” to Main 
Street 
Submitted by Karen Lubieniecki 
 

 
Mike Dyer and Ken Skrivseth in front of WWI exhibit; photo courtesy of Karen 
Lubieniecki 
 
Thanks to Joe Tredway’s generosity, the LHS’s 
recently closed exhibit:  “Laurel’s WWI From Here to 
Over There” has been “redeployed” and is getting a 
second life in the window of 342 Main Street, former 
home of PG Office Supply.   
 
Between now and November, 2018, the LHS plans to 
feature selections from the exhibit panels.  Part I, now 
on display, gives an overview of the LHS effort, and 
focuses on the soldiers who fought from Laurel.  It 
includes a list of all the soldiers from the Laurel area 
known to have served, Part II will feature soldiers who 
came to Laurel for training and Camp Laurel. Part III 
will likely look at the community, the end of the War 
and the devastating Meuse-Argonne Battle in the fall 
of 1918 during which several Laurel-area soldiers died. 
 
A goal of the LHS has been to take our exhibits off-site 
and Joe Tredway’s willingness to let us use his space 
extends the WW1 exhibit’s reach and fulfills that wish. 
Laurel Board of Trade Director Tredway, and Laurel 
Board of Trade Chairman Jim Cross went above and 
beyond to help the project come to fruition. Not only 
did they build a peg-board display set-up on which 
panels were affixed, but Joe Tredway painted it, 

rehung side curtains and make sure the display window 
was ready for the installation. 
 
World War I ended November 11, 1918.  Most of the 
US, and Laurel soldiers’ involvement, including heavy 
fighting, took place during 1918. During this ongoing 
anniversary year, “redeploying” the exhibit will remind 
people of our community’s involvement in one of the 
great turning points of American history.   
 
MEMBER NEWS 
 
Please	welcome	our	new	members:	
 
Cheryl and Mike Dyer 
Eliannette Sagastizado 
 
We	are	happy	to	have	you!	
 
 
Volunteers Needed! 
 
The	Laurel	Museum	is	in	urgent	need	of	volunteers	for	
Sundays	and	the	first	and	third	Fridays	of	the	month,	10	am	
-	12	pm	and	12	pm	-	2	pm.		Volunteers	will	serve	as	docents	
and/or	handle	shop	sales.		Training	is	provided.		For	more	
information	please	contact	Monica	at	
assist@laurelhistoricalsociety.org	or	301-725-7975.				
 
The Laurel Light Needs You! 
 
We are in need of a new editor for the Laurel 
Light! The newsletter is published quarterly 
and is emailed to the Museum for printing 
and mailing.  It generally takes about 10 
hours to solicit information, edit and 
finalize.  This job can be done from home. 
Word skills a plus.  
 
It has been my pleasure to volunteer my 
time to the Society in this way since the 
February 2009 issue. I want to thank you for 
your many newsletter submissions and kind 
words through the years.  It’s always been a 
team effort! 
 
Jeanie Anastasi 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

	

Saint	Mary	of	the	Mills	Catholic	Church	is	
celebrating	175	years	since	its	inception	this	year,	
and	the	school	is	celebrating	125	years	of	continual	
Catholic	education	to	students.		Located	at	114	St.	
Mary’s	Place,	the	original	St.	Mary’s	Chapel	was	
built	through	the	generosity	Dr.	Theodore	Jenkins	
and	on	January	22,	1843	the	first	Mass	was	
celebrated	in	the	new	chapel	by	Father	James	
Ryder,	the	President	of	Georgetown	College.		
Constructed	of	massive	stones	hauled	by	ox	cart	
from	Guilford	Quarries,	the	original	church	served	
the	congregation	until	it	was	enlarged	in	1890.	It	is	
the	oldest	church	in	continuous	use	in	Laurel.		The	
parish	school	was	established	in	1893	in	a	
southerly	addition	to	the	original	church.	The	
current	St.	Mary’s	School	building	was	built	in	1953	
to	the	north	of	the	original	chapel.		Architect	John	
Walton	designed	the	large	1959	church	addition	
and	a	new	rectory	was	built	in	1965	connecting	to	
the	church.		The	bell	in	St.	Mary’s	stone	tower	was	
acquired	in	1890	from	the	Laurel	Cotton	Mill.		The	
1899	baptismal	font	is	still	in	use.		The	beautiful	
central	altar	was	an	1886	gift	of	Mrs.	Armandi	
Jardin,	in	memory	of	her	husband.		An	inscription	

was	revealed	in	the	marble	on	a	recent	altar	
renovation.	The	altar	is	made	of	marble,	onyx	and	
gold.	In	the	church	cemetery	can	be	found	the	
graves	of	Dr.	Theodore	Jenkins	and	his	family.	

 

 

Information and photos courtesy of St. Mary of the Mills Sesquicentennial, 
Elizabeth L. Compton, Chairman (1993). 
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What is AmazonSmile you ask? It's a tool that donates .05% of 
all eligible purchases to a charity of your choosing. 

In order for it to work, you must shop on 
the Smile.Amazon.com website. It has all of the same great 
choices as Amazon.Com, you just start your shopping 
experience by picking your charity of choice (we are rooting for 
the Laurel Historical Society). 

Then shop as you normally do and if your purchase is eligible 
for AmazonSmile, then we'll automatically be sent a 
percentage of sales. 

Prefer to shop on the app? There currently isn't a means to 
donate through the app, but if you add the items to your 
shopping cart in the app, then sign in through a web browser 
to smile.amazon.com, you should be able to donate that way. 

MUSEUM	PICTURE	HERE!	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
BECOME	A	PART	OF	LAUREL	HISTORY!	
	
Purchase a personalized sidewalk brick and literally 
become a part of Laurel’s history!! A Laurel Museum 
brick is the perfect way to celebrate your children, 
parents, grandparents or other family members.  
Businesses can also show their support and ensure 
that their involvement and support of the Laurel 
community will be remembered. You may purchase 
on line by visiting laurelhistoricalsociety.org or by 
calling 301-725-7975. Already have a brick?  
Purchase another and ensure that you and your 
loved ones continue to be on Laurel’s historical 
path!  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BECOME A MEMBER 
Are	you	reading	this	newsletter	but	not	a	member?		
We’d	love	for	you	to	join!		
	
Membership	enables	the	Society	to:	
*	 Sustain	the	Laurel	Museum	
*	 Research	Laurel	history	
*	 Preserve	artifacts	
*	 House	a	research	library	
*	 Host	special	children’s	events	
*	 Develop	educational	materials	for			schools	

and	scout	groups	
	
Membership	benefits	include:	
*	 Quarterly	Newsletter	with	articles	about	

Laurel	history,	museum	exhibits	and	
programs	

*	 Access	to	our	on-line	collections	
*	 Member’s	only	events	
*	 Member	only	discount	in	the	museum	shop	
*	 Discounts	on	LHS	events,	including	our	

annual	gala	
*	 Contributing	to	the	preservation	of	Laurel’s	

past	and	present	for	future	generations	
	
Join	today	by	visiting	laurelhistoricalsociety.org. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

 
Please consider the LHS in 
your Planned Giving. It's 
easy. For more information 
please contact Lindsey Baker 
(301)725-7975. 
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Laurel	Historical	Society	
817	Main	Street	
Laurel,	Maryland	20707	
301.725.7975/301.725.2675	(fax)	
info@laurelhistoricalsociety.org	
www.laurelhistoricalsociety.org	
	
Address	Service	Requested	
	Executive	Director		
Monica	Sturdivant,	Assistant	to	the	Director		
	
Board	of	Directors:	
Jhanna	Levin,	Chairman	of	the	Board	
Elizabeth	Compton,	Founding	Co-Director	
Steve	Hubbard,	President		
Frances	Brooks,	Vice	President	
Mariam	Thakkar,	Treasurer	
Marlene	Frazier,	Recording	Secretary	
Amy	Graver,	Corresponding	Secretary		
Jeanie	Anastasi	
Mitzi	Betman	
Michael	Boivin,	Sr.	
Tom	Dernoga	
Melanie	Dzwonchyk	
Chris	Erdle	
Lisa	Everett	
Alicia	Fields	
Richard	Friend	
Karen	A.	Lubieniecki	
Margie	McCeney	
Paula	Schuman	
	
The	Hon.	Craig	A.	Moe	(ex	officio)		
Joseph	Robison,	Director	Emeritus	
Jean	Wilson,	Director	Emerita

 
 
 

 
 

	
Laurel	Historical	Society	Calendar	

February	2018	–	May	2018	
For	more	information	visit	laurelhistoricalsociety.org

 
February 4th  
Exhibit Opening:  
We the People: How Civic 
Engagement has Shaped Laurel 
 
March 1st 7:00 PM 
The Laurel Redskins: Civic 
Engagement Scores a Victory 
Laurel Branch Library 
 
 

April 12th 7:00 PM 
Maryland’s Mother of Civil Rights: 
Gloria Richardson 
Program in Partnership with the Black 
History Program at MNCPPC 
Laurel Pool Room 
 
April 28th 6:00 PM 
Laurel Historical Society Gala 
DoubleTree by Hilton, Sweitzer Lane 
 
May 10th TBD 

Annual Meeting Date 
 
 
Be sure to “Follow or Like” the 
LHS on your Twitter, Instagram, 
and Facebook! 


