
Laurel Historical Society

Exhibit Committee: Karen Lubieniecki, Marlene Frazier, Charlie Hessler, 

Doug Hayes, Ireene Ohlmacher, Michelle Keating, Amy Dunham, Monica 

Sturdivant, Ann Bennett 

(Virtually) 

Unpacking 

Laurel's Past



Exhibit opening:

February 2, 2020

Museum closed due to COVID-19:  

March 16, 2020

Exhibit extended to: 

December 19, 2021



REPRESENT A CHANGING SOCIETY

Reflect the cultural, ethnic, and geographical 

diversity of our community

CONNECT PAST AND PRESENT

Residents and visitors play a part in the 

evolving story of Laurel

DOCUMENT DAILY LIFE IN LAUREL

Objects that show us how Laurel is unique, yet 

similar to many small 19th-century factory towns

Artifacts as 

storytellers





Iron Nutcracker

This "Old Dog Tray" nutcracker manufactured by Laurel’s Diven Iron Works sometime in the 19th

century opens a window to Laurel’s manufacturing past. Laurel’s manufacturing history included

numerous mills and foundries including the Laurel Cotton Mill, E. Rosenfeld & Co., nightshirt

factory, Avondale Mill, and a machine shop near 7th & Main.

All are now gone.

Bilingual Menu

Laurel’s population is increasingly diverse, with residents representing Hispanic, African, Asian,

Indian, and other communities and their cultures becoming part of the town’s cultural fabric.

This bi-lingual menu from Sarita’as Peruvian Chicken Restaurant & Carryout is representative of

the rich and varied dining experiences these new groups have brought to the town.

INTRODUCTION
Laurel’s Past – and the Laurel of today



Laurel before 1870

Native American artifacts remind visitors that Laurel’s history began long 
before the Snowden’s arrived or the mills were built. The town  is located on 
what was once the homeland of Native America tribes. We used the 
opportunity to acknowledge and honor their culture and heritage.

Three ledgers tell different parts of the early town history

Laurel Mill Accounts Ledger, 1845

Store Ledger, 1857 - 1859

Odd Fellows Ledger, 1852-1854



Laurel before 1870



City of Laurel



City of Laurel



Municipal Pool 

Token

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDk4LCtb1PE&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDk4LCtb1PE&t=2s


JUST BECAUSE!

First Lady Mamie Eisenhower's 

evening dress, 1950s



Past 

Celebrations
Celebrating the 100th 

anniversary in 1970 and the 

125th in 1995. 



What do we do with 

offensive materials?



BUSINESS



Community



Transportation



Grade School 

Days and High 

School







WOMEN'S 

SUFFRAGE 

EXHIBIT



Updating the 

Exhibit for 2021











Upcoming 

Virtual 

Programs

ARCHAEOLOGY IN 

HOWARD COUNTY

Thursday, November 12

7 pm

EARLY VICTORIAN 

CHRISTMAS HISTORY 

& TRADITIONS

Thursday, December 10

7pm



Thank you!
MUSEUM ADDRESS

817 Main Street

Laurel, MD 20707

PHONE NUMBER

301-725-7975

EMAIL ADDRESS

info@laurelhistoricalsociety.org

WEBSITE

www.laurelhistoricalsociety.org

DONATE

https://www.laurelhistoricalsociety.org/store/p120/Virt

ual_Program_Donation.html


